
Proposals for the former Hollingbury Library Site 

 

What is the council proposing? 
 
The council proposes building 13 self-contained one person flats on the site of the former 
Hollingbury Library. The building would be formed of two three storey blocks with pitched roofs, 
linked by a glazed entrance area. One block facing onto Carden Hill, the other facing onto County 
Oak Avenue. The flats are accessed from County Oak Avenue via the central glazed entrance area. 
The building is designed with flats looking outwards towards the street, to maintain privacy for the 
surrounding properties. 
The flats will be let as much needed accommodation for homeless adults with as a medium support 
needs service. One of the flats would be used as office space for the service provider. 
 
Can this site accommodate 13 flats? 
 
Various surveys including topographical (which checks the site levels) have been carried out which 
confirm the site can accommodate this level of the development. The former Hollingbury Library 
site has been allocated for housing development through the Strategic Housing Land Assessment, 
which forms part of the planning policy documents for the city. 
 
What is the timeline for the development? 
 
Depending upon the outcome of this consultation, we would look to submit a planning application 
in the autumn with construction starting early 2020 if approved. The construction period will be 
approximately 12 months. The council would continue to discuss the proposals with local residents 
as they develop. 
 
What about parking for staff and new residents? 
 
Due to the restricted nature of the site, we are unable to provide allocated parking within the 
development. Current assessments suggest the development will have limited impact upon 
surrounding on-street parking due to the nature of the scheme. 
 
The council operates Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ) across the city. If residents in an area would 
like the council to be aware of the levels of supprot for a CPZ, the best way forward is to put 
together a petition and pass this to their Ward Councillors requesting that it is presented at a future 
Environment, Transport & Sustainability (ETS) Committee. This would then be considered in a 
future report to the ETS Committee when the future parking scheme timetable is next considered. 
 
What materials will be used in the development? 
 
This will be assessed as part of the design process and needs to be looked at in the existing context 
of the area. The proposal is most likely to be for a brick exterior, perhaps using a combination of 
different coloured bricks for the separate blocks. 



 

 
How will construction traffic and dust affect me? 
 
The nature of construction means there will be some disruption to local residents. This can be 
managed through careful consideration of timings for deliveries such as avoiding the school run and 
letter dropping neighbours to keep them informed of busy periods. There may be a requirement for 
additional traffic lights during construction to ensure the safety of those in the locality. 
 
Dust from construction sites can be managed in a number of ways and the contractor would need 
to outline how they will seek to reduce the impact. Preventive techniques that may be used are: 
Water suppression to help damp down clouds of dust. 
 
On-tool extraction which means systems can be fitted onto tools to remove dust as it’s produced.  
 
How is the council paying for the new homes? 
 
Rents for the new homes are set at or below the Local Housing Allowance levels of Housing Benefit. 
These are higher than rents on older council housing to help cover the costs of construction. We 
can also use some of the savings we make by running council housing more efficiently to help build 
new homes. This scheme also has some grant funding from central government. 
 
What is a medium support needs service? 
 
Supported accommodation for homeless adults is divided into three categories. A high support 
service offers on-site staffing 24 hours a day and supports people who have complex support 
needs. This service will often have services coming in to help residents address their needs in terms 
of health, education, mental health and substance misuse. 
 
A medium support service offers support on site during office hours and is for people who can 
maintain their own tenancy with support. Residents will be recovering from homelessness and the 
support service will help people to maintain their recovery and look outwards to start to develop 
interests, education, volunteering and work opportunities.  They will be supported to develop the 
skills needed for living independently. 
 
From this service, they may move on to independent accommodation or to a low support service, 
which offers one or two visits a week. 
 
Is this site really suitable for the proposed residents?  
 
Brighton & Hove City Council commissions supported accommodation services across Brighton & 
Hove. Some of these services are in residential areas and some in the city centre.  



 

 
What about the primary school and pub? 
 
Brighton & Hove City Council has supported accommodation in locations across the city, including 
near schools and pubs. The allocations process will take the location of the premises into account 
when deciding whether to place someone in the accommodation. 
 
Will this be for people straight off the streets with substance abuse issues? 
 
The majority of people accommodated within this service will have been transferred from a higher 
support service and very few, if any people will come straight from the streets. Any person who 
enters the service will have been assessed as able to manage with the level of supported offered. 
 
There is a perception that people living on the streets have complex support needs and, while this 
can be true for many, some have only recently lost their tenancy or are maintaining employment 
and have lower support needs. 
 
People entering the service may have a range of support needs and this may include being in 
recovery from substance misuse issues. Support will be offered in the service to help people 
maintain their recovery. The service will not accommodate people who are using drugs or alcohol in 
a chaotic way. 
 
What will happen if these plans do not go ahead? 
 
The site will be reviewed to see if alternative housing proposals could be developed. This may be 
for ‘general needs’ affordable housing which will be allocated to those on the councils housing 
register or a different type of supported housing. At present, there are approximately 9,300 
households on the Homemove register. This means the council has to maximise densities on sites 
to meet existing housing need as much as possible. 


